Crime scene + other evidence
1. The Body of Katleen Peterson
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Dr. Deborah Radisch, North Carolina's assistant medical examiner wasn't mystified. She told jurors what they already knew from viewing autopsy photos: Kathleen Peterson died "due to severe concussive injury of the brain caused by multiple blunt force impacts of the head." 

Chief medical examiner, Dr. John Butts testified, "the multitude of injuries are not consistent with a fall down the steps," and flatly stated, "You don't just get lots and lots of lacerations across the back top of the head." 

James McElhaney, emeritus professor of engineering at Duke University similarly testified to the obvious truth, "You can't hit the flat stair surface with the top of your head in a fall." McElhaney noted, "Two of the wounds could be attributed to contacting a horizontal edge like the stairs, but the others are in the wrong direction and start in the wrong place." 

Without question, Kathleen Peterson's head violently contacted the stairs and surrounding walls, but her main injuries were caused by a very specific weapon. "A blunt instrument, most likely a rounded blunt instrument," said McElhaney. "A relatively light object striking the head." 

Snell testified that he saw two distinct lacerations that formed an avulsion, or tearing, of Kathleen Peterson's scalp, but that her hair was matted with blood. 

"Since I couldn't see the rest of the back of the head, I informed the detectives they should look for some sort of instrument that could have created these lacerations should there be more lacerations once the rest of the back of the head could be examined," Snell said.
2. The Blood pattern
Along with pools of blood on the floor and lower steps, defense expert, Dr. Henry Lee testified his client's hallway also contained an astounding amount of blood spatter -- estimating there were 10,000 blood drops.
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Contrasting statements!

1. Michael's attorney said Kathleen Peterson, "after drinking some wine and some champagne and taking some Valium, tried to walk up a narrow, poorly lit stairway in flip-flops." 

Mr. Rudolf also contended "she fell backward on a step at the lower portion of the stairwell and split her scalp open. She tried to get up, slipped on the bloody floor, hit her head again and died of blood loss." 

2. Peter "Duane" Deaver determined the source for some pieces of blood spatter originated in the open space of the stairwell -- not at the steps or walls. His findings established that the blunt force trauma to Kathleen Peterson's head didn't happen while falling down. 

But the spatter patterns don't prove Michael was the person inflicting the punishing blows. Rudolf could have argued that a mysterious "intruder" attacked Kathleen Peterson, as he'd suggested in pre-trial press reports, except Michael insisted there WAS no intruder -- his wife accidentally fell. Although he says he didn't witness his wife's death, he maintains it has to have been an accident. 

Two items of Agent Deaver's evidence DO point directly to the novelist: the blood spatter found up inside the leg of his shorts which suggests he was standing over Kathleen Peterson during an impact, and Michael's tennis shoe print stamped in blood on the back of his dead wife's sweatpants. 

Extra discovery!

The defense's own forensic experts concluded Mrs. Peterson's wounds and blood loss tell the story of a slow, painful death that took a lot longer than 10 minutes. 

Once results from the autopsy and other medical reports came in, David Rudolf, Jean Xavier and everyone else following the case knew Michael was lying about a brief trip to the pool and back.  Michael's problem wasn't rednecks -- it was RED NEURONS. 

Based on finding certain rare cells in Kathleen Peterson's brain, neuropathologist, Thomas Bouldin estimated Kathleen Peterson's death took as long as 2 hours. Testifying for the State he said: 

"the finding of these small numbers of red neurons, both within the gray matter or cerebral cortex and within the cerebellum, another part of the brain, indicated to us that this brain had experienced a period of decreased blood flow, a couple of hours -- approximately a few hours before death."
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Comparison with the Ratcliff Staircase!
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Both victims found at the bottom of the stairway 

Large amount of blood present at both scenes 

Both victims are female 

Both victims in mid 40's 

Both victims had a close, personal relationship with the defendant 

Both reported severe headaches before death 

The time of day was similar 

They both had social lives with Mr. Peterson 

Peterson was the last known person to see both of them alive 

No evidence of forced entry 

No evidence of property taken 

The defendant was the one that reported to authorities that the death was by accidental fall 

Both die due to head wounds 

Same number of scalp lacerations 

Same general location of scalp lacerations 

Both victims had defensive wounds 

Both places blood spatter was high up on the wall 

The defendant was in charge of their effects afterwards 

He was in charge of each estate 

He received money and goods after each death 

There were no eye witnesses to either death 

No weapon was recovered after the death
3. The reconstruction
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4. The murder weapon

A blow-poke missing from Peterson’s mansion
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The item strangely missing was the long, thin, hook-ended "blowpoke" that was given as a gift to Kathleen Peterson by her sister, Candace Zamperini, in 1984. The unusual 40" brass blowpoke is both a blower and a poker in one tool. Zamperini had given the identical gift to several family members. Its significance to family dynamics is obvious, and the poker was seen in the Peterson mansion for years.
"It was always in the kitchen," Zamperini testified, "I did use it on Thanksgiving in 1999. It was right next to the fireplace." 
And yet by December 9, 2001 -- the blowpoke was gone. 
Peterson's attorney David Rudolf did his own investigation, and during the trial, he took great pains to establish that the blowpoke was not in photos and home videos in the year prior to Kathleen Peterson's death. Rudolf showed that in place of Candace's poker was Kathleen Peterson's father's cane, which had apparently become a fireplace tool. 
Prosecutor Jim Hardin agreed police never found a murder weapon, but told jurors the State could prove beyond a reasonable doubt that something fitting the description of the missing blowpoke is what killed Kathleen Peterson. 
Shortly before the trial ended, David Rudolf entered a brass blowpoke into evidence, telling jurors it was accidentally found in Michael's basement by an unspecified person at an unspecified time. The jury paid little attention to Rudolf's blowpoke since it wasn't in the condition the bloodied and bent murder weapon would have been in. Rudolf on the other hand, thought the newly discovered poker was the central piece of evidence in Peterson's trial.

5. The Computer reconstruction of the fall
[image: image15.jpg]



Dr. Bandak offered a convoluted theory of how Kathleen Peterson died from a head bump during a backward fall down and a second glancing head blow when trying to get back up. The witness prattled on and on so softly, the court reporter -- who had been late to court due to hurricane Isabel preparations -- was repeatedly forced to interrupt the soft-spoken witness, "I can't hear you, sir." 

"Yes, the most likely scenario is a two-fall fall from ground level," Bandak meekly asserted. "It could be three or four impacts, it's um, you know, hard to tell exactly." 
6. The Telephone conversation
"We were just talking and finishing our drinks, and then she said, 'I gotta go in because I got a conference call in the morning.' And the last I saw her was when I was there and she was just walking here, and that's it. That was the last time I saw Kathleen alive -- no -- she was alive when I found her... but, barely." (Michael Peterson)
"When I called 9-1-1, I thought she'd fallen down the stairs. As far as I know, that's what happened." (Michael Peterson)
Telephone Operator: 911, what's the emergency? 
Michael Peterson: 1810 Cedar Street please. 
Telephone Operator: What's wrong? 
Michael Peterson: My wife had an accident. She's still breathing. 
Telephone Operator: What kind of accident? 
Michael Peterson: She fell down the stairs – she's still breathing, please come… 
Telephone Operator: Is she conscious? 
Michael Peterson: What? 
Telephone Operator: Is she conscious? 
Michael Peterson: What? No, she's not conscious... please… 
Telephone Operator: OK, how many stairs did she fall down? 
Michael Peterson: How many stairs? 
Telephone Operator: How many stairs? 
Michael Peterson: Huh? 
Telephone Operator: Calm down sir, calm down. 
Michael Peterson: 15, 20, I don't know. Please get somebody here right away please… 
Telephone Operator: OK, somebody's dispatching the ambulance while I ask you questions. 
Michael Peterson: It's in Forest Hills OK… please, please…. 
(from 911 recording)
When the police arrived only five minutes later they discovered a pool of blood around the victim's body and the lacerations on her skull. They immediately concluded that a crime had been committed. And Michael Peterson was the main suspect.
7. Bisexual Acitivity?

Peterson -- through his high-profile, high-powered, highly paid attorney, FLATLY DENIED having anything but a perfect marriage to his soulmate. Clearly, he was trying to hide his activities. There was no acknowledgment of military porn sites, hookers, or an "open marriage" from Michael or his attorneys. They denied it for weeks in front of the jury, hoping to portray Peterson as Kathleen's perfect husband and "soulmate." 

In truth, although several of his male lovers were located during the investigation, no information regarding Peterson's many gay affairs was ever "argued" before the jury. The only revelations to come into the trial concerning Peterson's private sex life, was the testimonial evidence about his intense, internet sex and hooker activity in the months before Kathleen Peterson's murder. 
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prostitute, Brent Wolgamott

